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The UK government yesterday gave remote operators until September 16 to get applications in for
UK licences, with the new licensing and advertising act expected to come into force on October 1.

  The dates, set out in a statutory instrument sent to parliament, were around a month later than the
UK Gambling Commission had earlier indicated.
   
  More than 100 applicants are expected to apply for transitional licences to allow them to continue
to trade in the UK from overseas without interruption.
   
  In guidance to operators [2] yesterday, the Gambling Commission said it was now accepting
advance applications. 
   
  “The transitional arrangements set out in the statutory instrument enable operators who are
currently able to provide facilities for gambling in Great Britain (because they hold a licence in an
EEA or white-listed jurisdiction) to continue to do so,” the commission said.  
   
  “Operators who meet this requirement must have submitted an advance application with the
relevant application fee by midnight on September 16, 2014 to be eligible for a continuation
licence.” 
   
  If the commission has not made a decision on an application by October 1, the applicant will be
issued with a continuation licence that will enable them to continue to operate until completion of
the application process, the regulator added.
   
  Existing operators who want to vary their licence, such as to add an activity or to increase the
category of a current activity, will be able to apply through their transitional application.
   
  Lawyers quickly pointed out yesterday that the Isle of Man was left off the list of countries covered
by the transitional arrangement, but officials at the Department for Culture, Media and Sport said it
was not done on purpose and will be added as soon as possible.
   
  Clive Hawkswood, chief executive of the Remote Gambling Association, said: "The key thing in
there is the go-live date, as everything else will feed back from that. 
   
  “The Gambling Commission had talked about a different date, but the extra months will help us
prepare. It [the statutory instrument] is pretty much what we expected, no real surprises and the
terms are not anything we didn't expect."
   
  However, operators still face confusion about when their senior staff need to apply for personal
management licences (PML) from the commission, according to Dave Clifton, founding director of
Clifton Davies Consultancy. 
   
  “The PML requirements will not apply to the continuation licence, which is only a temporary
authorisation,” but instead only full remote operating licences that will be issued later, he said.
   
  The Gambling (Licensing and Advertising) Act, which received royal assent in May [3], will
transform the way the industry is regulated in the UK by requiring all companies offering online
gambling to British players to be licensed by the commission and leaving them liable for UK
gambling tax.
   
  Operators had been unable to apply until the government published the statutory instrument (2014
No. 1641) [4] yesterday. Now more than 100 companies are expected to apply for licences in
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Europe’s largest online gambling market, with annual revenues of £2.3bn.
   
  William Hill, Ladbrokes, Gala Coral and other high-street names whose online units are based
offshore will need to go through the licensing process.
   
  Existing remote gambling operators based in Great Britain and already licensed for remote
gambling by the Gambling Commission generally will not need to reapply, unless they want to offer
additional or increased remote gambling activities.
   
  Operators in this position may need to make an application to vary their existing remote licence.
   
  Earlier this month, Gibraltar-licensed operators launched a challenge [5] to the new act, claiming
the legislation breached EU law.
   
  The Gibraltar Betting and Gaming Association served judicial review (JR) letters to the UK
government and the Gambling Commission in a bid to delay or overturn the law.
   
  Phill Brear, gambling commissioner and head of gambling regulation at government of Gibraltar,
said: "The statutory instrument has been in train for some time and the recently published legal
correspondence was not likely to prevent its publication. 
   
  "Everyone has been asking for clarification on the advance application process, so this should
answer some of those questions, assuming it remains unchanged."
   
  Still, Clifton said: “The timetable now confirmed by the statutory instrument may provide good
reason for the JR process to be expedited but as I see it, neither the threat nor the actual
commencement of JR proceedings will of themselves operate to delay the implementation of the
legislative changes introduced by the Gambling (Licensing and Advertising) Act.” 
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