
	  
 
 

The Gambling Commission has published an information note entitled “When can a 
company operate under another’s licence?” which provides guidance on the 
circumstances in which it will issue an “umbrella licence” for a group of companies, 
so that a company truly acting in the course of a business carried on by another 
Commission licensee within that group will not be required to hold its own licence. 
The information note can be accessed at: 
http://www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk/pdf/when%20can%20a%20company%20op
erate%20under%20another's%20licence.pdf  
 
The Gambling Commission will take into account the following considerations when 
assessing whether that is so: 

• the company must be doing the licence-holder’s (“the principal”) work 
• company accounts are likely to be consolidated with the principal’s, or where 

that is not the case, the company’s sole customer would be the principal 
• the company is likely to be a wholly owned subsidiary of the principal 
• responsibility for compliance (including adherence to the Commission’s 

remote gambling and software technical standards) should lie squarely with 
the principal and the principal should have controls in place to ensure the 
company complies 

• governance arrangements should clearly show that the business is controlled 
by the principal 

• what employment contracts are in place 
• who owns the relevant intellectual property rights 
• what licences are held by the company in other jurisdictions and why 

 
Subject to the above, transitional arrangements will enable continuation rights to be 
extended to a wholly owned subsidiary of, or the parent company of, an entity that 
provides facilities for remote gambling, the arrangements for which are subject to the 
gambling laws of an EEA state, Gibraltar or a White List jurisdiction (ie Alderney, the 
Isle of Man, Antigua & Barbuda and Tasmania). However, such continuation rights 
will not extend to a newly formed company within the group and such an entity would 
need to have its own active EEA/White List authorization. Anyone wanting to use an 
entity other than one which is currently so authorized to provide facilities for gambling 
should discuss this with the Commission. Let us know if we can assist.  
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