
	  
 

 
We reported in our news item published on this website on 1 December 2014 
http://cliftondavies.com/renewal-licensing-act-2003-personal-licences/ on the process 
for the forthcoming renewal of personal licences under the Licensing Act 2003 that 
are due to expire in the early part of 2015. With that report, we enabled the download 
of a factsheet published by the Government explaining the process. 
 
Matters have since moved forward in that the Licensing Act (Personal Licences) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2014 have now been laid before Parliament. Their stated 
purpose is “to prescribe a simplified version of the application form for the renewal of 
a personal licence, remove the need to pay a fee to accompany the application and 
remove other current requirements” such as photographs and a criminal 
conviction/record certificate.  

However, as the Home Office Explanatory Memorandum makes clear, an “applicant 
continues to be required by virtue of section 123 or 132 of the 2003 Act to notify the 
licensing authority of a conviction for a relevant or foreign offence either during the 
period when the application to renew is being determined or at any other time”.  

Subject to Parliamentary approval, the Regulations will come into force on 5 January 
2015 with the consequence that, from that date, it will be possible for affected 
personal-licence holders to use a new “simplified” application form for renewal. The 
draft of that application form appears in a schedule to the Regulations and can be 
found at:  
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/3284/schedule/made  
 
Those affected will need to ensure that their completed renewal application form 
(which they should be able to obtain from their licensing authority once the 
Regulations have been approved) is submitted no earlier than three months before, 
and no later than one month before, their personal licence expires. For some people 
that means they will have to act very quickly after 5 January.  
 
So the immediate priority for longstanding personal licence-holders is to check when 
their licence will expire (which will be 10 years after the original grant). Anyone 
requiring assistance with renewal should please contact us as soon as possible. 
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