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   udy Garland sings a wonderful version of 
‘Smoke gets in your eyes’. No wonder, con-
sidering that she was reportedly smoking 
four packets a day by 1948. 

Not surprising then that her two daugh-
ters also have something to say on the subject. Liza 
Minnelli sagely commented that “smoking is one 
of the leading causes of all statistics”. However, it 
was her sister Lorna Luft ’s comment that will have 
chimed a chord with many women. She said: “To 
me, being grown-up meant smoking cigarettes, 
drinking cocktails, and dressing up in high heels 
and glamorous outfits”.

I am pleased to say that my smoking days are 
long behind me now. I am not alone. According 
to ASH (Action on Smoking and Health), there are 
about 10m adult cigarette smokers in Great Brit-
ain and the number of ex-smokers exceeds that of 
smokers. Since the early 1970s the proportion of 
the population who have never smoked increased 
from 37% to 58%. In addition, the proportion of 
cigarette smokers who had quit doubled between 
1974 and 2013 from 27% to 54%. 

This trend has been greatly influenced by the 
prohibition on smoking in workplaces and en-
closed public spaces, including pubs and bars, in-
troduced in Scotland in 2006, followed 
by the rest of the UK in 
2007. Cigarette vending 
machines were the next 
target, being banned in 
October 2011.

Current govern-
ment policy is to 
reduce the harm to-
bacco causes by stop-
ping people taking up 
smoking and helping 
more people to quit. In 
line with this policy, for 
nearly two years large 
shops in England have 

been prohibited from displaying tobacco products 
to the public. 

With eff ect from 6 April 2015, that ban will be ex-
tended to all remaining tobacco retailers through-
out the UK including pubs and bars. From that 
date, in addition to the present requirement to 
display signs stating that it is illegal to sell tobacco 
to under 18 year olds, cigarette packets and other 
tobacco products must no longer be displayed 
openly behind the bar and must instead be kept 
completely out of sight of customers. It is only if a 
customer requests a tobacco product that you will 
be able to open your display, which must not ex-
ceed 1.5 square metres (or just 0.1 square metres 
in Scotland), although it will be illegal to even show 
tobacco products to an under 18 year old. Although 
you will be able to serve more than one customer at 
the same time, the tobacco display must be closed 
immediately following any sale  and tobacco prod-
ucts will have to be concealed from the public 
whilst re-stocking the display. Very strict rules will 

apply to the size (and font size) of 
tobacco related price lists. How-

ever, tobacco accessories 
such as lighters, filters and 
cigarette papers will not be 
subject to the same rules 

and may remain in 
public view.

The above re-
quirements will 
be enforced by lo-
cal trading stand-
ards off icers and, 
with fines of up 
to £5,000 and/or 
six months’ im-
prisonment, it will 
be vital that staff  
are given proper 
training on the 
new rules.    

Suzanne Davies, director of Clift on Davies Consultancy 
Limited, describes the new restrictions on tobacco 
products in pubs and bars coming into force on 6 April 

Q: I read about Mitchells & Butlers being 
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A: The General Food Regulations 2004 make it a 
criminal offence to breach an EC Regulation that 
states that food shall not be placed on the market if  
Q\�Q[�]V[INM��UMIVQVO�QVR]ZQW][�\W�PMIT\P�WZ�]VÅ�\�NWZ�
human consumption. The maximum penalty on 
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also imprisonment for a term not exceeding two 
years (or both). In the case you mention, the pub 
chef  and his manager were jailed for 12 months 
and 18 months respectively for their parts in the 
poisoning incident.
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A: In fact someone is. The Court of  Appeal has 
recently given leave to appeal to a licensee from 
Swansea who was found guilty of  breaching copy-
right law last year. The appeal will revolve around 
the extent to which, under EU anti-trust, free 
movement and intellectual property law, a lawful 
restriction can be placed on the distribution and 
viewing of  the Premier League’s copyright works 
when they are broadcast by satellite. We will report 
further news on this case when we have it.
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A: No, not least because any pub operator wish-
ing to do so would need to obtain both an operat-
ing licence from the Gambling Commission and 
a bingo premises licence from the local authority. 
However, if  the appeal succeeds, the Commission 
will seek a change in the law and will receive gov-
ernment support for such a move so don’t hold out 
your hopes. 

Questions & AnswersSmoking mustn’t get in their eyes

J

016_P&B_ISSUE89_MAR16.indd   16 09/03/2015   14:30


