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A pril has traditionally been a 
month that sees the introduction 
of new legislation affecting your 
industry. April this year has been 

no exception with a slew of new laws coming 
into force.

Following Royal Assent being given to the 
Deregulation Bill on 26 March, personal licences 
that would otherwise have fallen due for re-
newal on or after 1 April will not now need to be 
renewed. As a consequence, instead of having a 
fixed duration of 10 years, personal licences now 
last indefinitely.

With effect from 6 April the licensing regime 
relating to regulated entertainment has changed 
with the consequence that specific authorisation 
under a premises licence may be required for pro-
vision of any entertainment between 11pm and 
8am; provision of amplified live,  recorded music, 
play or performance of dance to an audience of 
more than 500 people; provision of 
recorded music to an audience 
on premises not licensed for 
the sale or supply of alco-
hol; the performance of a 
play or a dance to an au-
dience of more than 500 
people, or an indoor sport-
ing event to more than 1,000 
spectators; putting on boxing 
or wrestling; and screening a 
film to an audience (subject 
to exemptions).

However, a licence will not be re-
quired to stage a performance of live 
music, or the playing of recorded mu-
sic if it takes place between 8am and 
11pm and it takes place at an alcohol 
on-licensed premises and the audi-
ence is no more than 500 people.

Also on 6 April a prohibition 
was introduced on the open display 

in pubs and bars (as well as other retail prem-
ises) of cigarette packets and other tobacco 
products – see our article in issue 89 of Pub & 
Bar for more detailed information. The Code of 
Practice: Powers of Entry also came into force. As 
explained in our article in issue 85 of Pub & Bar, 
it is designed “to ensure greater consistency in 
the exercise of powers of entry and greater clar-
ity for those affected by them while upholding 
effective enforcement”.

A number of provisions of the Criminal Justice 
and Courts Act 2015 came into effect on 16 April 
designed to ensure that adult offenders who use 
the criminal courts pay towards the cost of run-
ning them. Under the new scheme, adults who 
plead guilty or who are found guilty at trial in 
the Magistrates’ Court or Crown Court are nor-
mally now subject to mandatory charges of up 
to £1,200. In addition, those who are unsuccess-
ful appellants against conviction or sentence, in-
cluding an unsuccessful application for leave to 

appeal to the Court of Appeal, are also liable 
for such charges.

Also worth mentioning is that the Home 
Office has published an updated version 
of its guidance under section 182 of the 
Licensing Act 2003. In addition to dealing 
with the changes to the personal licence 

renewals and the regulated entertain-
ment licensing regime, it covers provi-
sions in the Deregulation Act 2015 which 

deregulate the exhibition of films in com-
munity premises and remove the offence of 

selling liqueur confectionery to those under 
the age of 16. The guidance has also been 

amended to include specific reference to the 
protection of children from sexual exploitation. 
Finally, a further change introduced by the 
2015 Act, but not referred to in the guidance, 
is the removal of the requirement for holders 
of lost and stolen licences to report these to 
the police.    
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Q:  I would like to know more about the man-
datory condition prohibiting the sale of  
alcohol below cost of  duty plus VAT.
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Q:  My employer has asked me to become 
the designated premises supervisor for 
the bar I manage. However, there is al-
ready one such person. Can there be a 
second one for the same premises?
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Q:  I read that the minimum age for the pur-
chase of  alcohol might be raised from 18 
to 21. Is that true?
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