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A rare opportunity has arisen for all read-
ers with a bee in their bonnet about the 
present licensing laws to have their say to 
a House of Lords Committee, which has 

been set up to consider and report on the Licensing 
Act 2003 by 31 March 2017. 

General views are invited on whether the 2003 Act 
has achieved its objective of balancing the interests of 
the entertainment and alcohol industries on the one 
hand, with on the other local residents, businesses 
and communities, policing, public health and the pro-
tection of children from harm.

The Committee has also posed some specific ques-
tions that include the following:

Licensing objectives
Should either of the following (or anything else) be 
added as an additional licensing objective: the protec-
tion of health and wellbeing or access to and enjoy-
ment of licensable activities by the public, including 
community activities.

The balance between rights and responsibilities
Has the Live Music Act 2012 done enough to relax un-
necessarily strict licensing requirements? How effec-
tive are Late Night Levies and Early Morning Restriction 
Orders? Is the right balance achieved between the 
rights of those who wish to sell alcohol and responsi-
ble authorities and other stakeholders such as local 
communities who may wish to object?

Licensing and local strategy
Is the Licensing Act being used effectively in conjunc-
tion with other measures as part of a ‘coherent na-
tional and local strategy’? Should licensing policy and 
planning policy be integrated more closely to shape 
local areas and address the proliferation of licensed 
premises and, if so, how? 

Crime, disorder and public safety
Does the Act, as amended, now give the police the 
powers they need to prevent crime and disorder and 

promote the licensing objectives generally and are the 
police adequately trained to use those powers effec-
tively and appropriately? 

Licensing procedure
What could be done to simplify licensing and appeal 
procedures (for example, listing and costs)? Should ap-
peal decisions be reported to promote consistency? Is 
there a case for a further appeal to the Crown Court? Is 
there a role for formal mediation in the appeal process?

Sale of alcohol for consumption at home 
Is there a case for reform of the licensing regime apply-
ing to off-sales, including the control of supermarkets, 
under-age sales, and delivery services? Should the law 
be amended to allow more control over off-trade sales 
of ‘super-strength’ alcohol?

Pricing
Should alcohol pricing (for example, by way of mini-
mum unit pricing) and taxation be used as a form of 
control? 

Fees and costs 
Do licence fees need to be set at national level, or 
should London and other major cities have the power 
to set their own licence fees?

International comparisons
Is there a correlation between the strictness of the 
regulatory regime in other countries and the level of 
alcohol abuse? Are there examples of licensing laws in 
other countries that might usefully be considered for 
England and Wales?

The Committee has already heard from the likes of 
the Department for Communities and Local Govern-
ment, the Local Government Association, the Institute 
of Alcohol Studies and the Institute of Economic Af-
fairs. There must be something you want to tell them 
too. You can submit your written evidence using a form 
that is accessible at parliament.uk, but the Committee 
must get it by 2 September.    

Suzanne Davies, director of Clifton Davies 
Consultancy Limited, urges you to tell parliament 
what you think about our licensing laws

Q: Is it only the DPS who can be held li-
able for selling alcohol to someone who is 
drunk?
A: No. Dependent on the applicable circumstanc-
es, in addition to the DPS, both (a) the premises 
licence holder and (b) anyone who works at the 
licensed premises in a capacity (whether paid or 
unpaid) which gives him or her the authority to sell 
alcohol could be held liable. Remember too that 
\PM� [MK\QWV�����WٺMVKM� Q[�VW\� ZM[\ZQK\ML� \W� [MTTQVO�
alcohol to someone who is drunk. It applies also to 
attempts to sell alcohol, and allowing alcohol to be 
sold, to a drunk person.

Q: When will we know the outcome of  the 
consultation on tipping?
A: All I can presently tell you is that the gov.uk web-
page says: “visit this page again soon to download 
the outcome to this public feedback”. In the mean-
time, we know that a survey conducted for the Insti-
tute of  Customer Service (that formed part of  their 
response to the consultation) found that 63% of  re-
spondents wanted to see the removal of  discretion-
ary service charges from their bills, 58% thought the 
entire tip, except tax deductions, should go to em-
ployees and 84% wanted the government to amend 
consumer protection laws so that businesses are 
clearer about the cost of  service and cover charges 
in the leisure, hospitality and tourism sectors. I think 
we can certainly expect a requirement for greater 
transparency about tipping.

Pubs Code update: Answering a question in the 
last edition of  Pub & Bar, David Clifton said that he 
_I[�ZMI[WVIJTa�KWVÅLMV\�\PI\�\PM�8]J[�+WLM�_W]TL�
PI^M�VW�ZM\ZW[XMK\Q^M�MٺMK\�JIKS�\W����5Ia������WZ�
at all. His crystal ball was obviously well polished 
because he was entirely right, as was clear when the 
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Questions & AnswersTime to have your say!


