
	
  

 
As forewarned by numerous press reports over the last fortnight, the 
Department for Culture, Media and Sport has today published its “Call for 
evidence: Review of Gaming Machines and Social Responsibility Measures” 
by way of a consultation exercise that will run until 5pm on 4 December 2016. 
 
The Government is seeking views on the following areas: 

• maximum stakes and prizes for all categories of gaming machines 
permitted under the Gambling Act 2005; 

• allocations of gaming machines permitted in all licensed premises 
under the Gambling Act 2005; and 

• for the industry as a whole, including but not limited to gaming 
machines, social responsibility measures to minimise the risk of 
gambling related harm. This includes looking at gambling advertising to 
understand whether the right measures are in place to ensure that the 
young and vulnerable are protected. 

In the foreword to the review document, Tracey Crouch MP, the Minister with 
responsibility for gambling, says: “I am seeking to ensure that we have the 
right balance between a sector that can grow and contribute to the economy, 
and one that is socially responsible and doing all it can to protect consumers 
and communities, including those who are just about managing. This will 
include a close look at the issue of sub-category B2 gaming machines (more 
commonly known as Fixed Odds Betting Terminals - FOBTs) and specific 
concerns about the harm they cause, be that to the players themselves or the 
local communities in which they are located. I am interested in reviewing 
evidence across all types of gaming machines, looking at whether the stake 
and prize limits set out in legislation and the rules on where these machines 
can be played are right. I am also keen to receive evidence on the 
effectiveness of social responsibility measures across industry, including 
requirements around gambling advertising”.   
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