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In November last year, the question was posed in a Home Offi ce 
consultation document – “Delivering the government’s policies 
to cut alcohol fuelled crime and anti-social behaviour” – whether 
the requirement to advertise licensing applications in local 
newspapers should be removed. 

In posing the question, the Home Offi ce said: “The way 
people consume news locally is changing, both in its frequency 
and form. Local residents have opportunities to learn about 
applications online or by notices on the premises themselves.”

It was met with entirely predictable responses:

The industry was supportive of a measure that would serve 
to reduce red tape and lessen cost (averaging £450 per 
newspaper notice)
Those concerned about the effect on the immediate locality 
contended that newspaper advertisements help inform local 
residents and businesses of applications/variations in their 
area, so they have the opportunity to object 
The Newspaper Society (the trade body that represents 
regional publishers) argued that it would constitute “a new 
and dangerous threat to the public’s right to know”. 

The real motivation behind the last point was no doubt the 
government’s estimate that the likely annual cost to the regional 
press industry, were such deregulation to be introduced, would 
be between £6.2m and £7.9m. However, it is worth setting 
out the following extract from a statement published by the 
Newspaper Society which encapsulates the main issue arising 
from the question posed: “Enabling the whole community – not 
just the immediate ‘neighbours’ of a venue – to be as informed 
as possible about new licences and about applications for 
variations… is itself a vital tool in [the government’s aims 
of cutting alcohol-fuelled crime and antisocial behaviour] by 
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Q: I want to offer a local group the 
ability to run a theatre in a large 
spare area of my pub. The room 
can accommodate an audience 
of about 250. I have heard that I 
won’t need to get this authorised 
under my premises licence. Is 
that right? 

A: Correct. The Licensing Act 2003 
(Descriptions of Entertainment) 
(Amendment) Order 2013 came 
into effect on 27 June, allowing 
performances of plays and exhi-
bitions of dance (up to audience 
limits of 500 people) between 
8am and 11pm, without this be-
ing specifi cally permitted under a 
premises licence.

Q: I want to make a representa-
tion against my local authority’s 
proposal to make an EMRO in my 
area? Is there a form I can use 
for this?

A: Yes. Your local authority should 
provide one but otherwise you’ll 
fi nd one via the gov.uk website.  

Q: I have just taken over a coun-
try pub which has the name of 
the old landlord over the door. 
Do I need to have my name 
displayed instead?

A: No. This was a requirement of the 
old law. Instead, you need to dis-
play a summary of the premises li-
cence where it can easily be read by 
your customers.
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enabling the community to raise concerns directly relating to 
these issues. The role of statutory notices, such as licensing 
applications, is as valid today as when they were originally 
introduced: to ensure that important information, which can 
have a real impact on community life, is publicised as widely 
as possible.”

The Prime Minister was quoted, having told the Leveson 
Inquiry that local newspapers “perform an incredibly important 
function in our democratic system”. The Leveson Report was 
supportive of that view, stating that “their demise would be a 
huge setback for communities and… would be a real loss for 
our democracy”.

Responding to MPs’ remarks, home offi ce minister James 
Brokenshire said: “The government are committed to tackling 
alcohol-related harm and developing a licensing regime in 
which the public have a strong voice. At the same time, we 
want to lift the burden of bureaucratic processes from licensing 
authorities and responsible businesses.”

He went on to refer to the need for applicants to advertise 
information about licensing applications by displaying a notice at 
the premises, as well as the requirement from April last year for 
licensing authorities to publish details of licence applications on 
their websites. He also highlighted the fact that some licensing 
authorities proactively provide e-mail alerts to those interested 
in licensing applications, linking the changing ways in which 
information is provided and the importance of online platforms 
in communicating information. 

Concluding, he confi rmed that “the government do not wish 
to remove the say that local people and communities have in 
the licensing process” but that they “must consider whether 
there are already adequate ways for people to fi nd out about 
premises licence applications” whilst acknowledging “the role 
newspapers have as a central point for local information”.
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 NOTICING THE NOTICE

Suzanne Davies, director of Clifton Davies Consultancy Limited, 
updates you on the government’s proposal to remove the requirement to 
advertise licensing applications in a newspaper
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