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You’ll have read a lot in the newspapers about the 
government’s response to the alcohol strategy consultation. 
The major focus has been on the decision not to proceed, 
at this time at least, with minimum unit pricing. The 
reason given was that insuffi cient evidence yet exists to 
show that its introduction would be effective in reducing 
harms associated with problem drinking without penalising 
people who drink responsibly. However, the response was 
by no means limited to this issue.

I’m going to summarise what the government’s response 
will mean for the readers of this magazine.

The existing mandatory conditions designed to prevent 
irresponsible drinks promotions are to be toughened up. At the 
moment, reasonable steps have to be taken to prevent such 
promotions as drinking games and the free or fi xed fee provision 
of unlimited amounts of alcohol if they are to be carried out in a 
way that encourages or risks antisocial behaviour. In future, there 
will just be an outright ban, meaning that all businesses will 
have to ensure that no such promotions take place.

There will no longer be an exemption for table meals offering 
unlimited or unspecifi ed quantities of alcohol for free or for a fi xed 
fee. For example, as part of an all-inclusive dinner ticket price.

Promotions involving one person pouring alcohol into the 
mouth of another person will in future always be regarded as 
irresponsible and therefore prohibited.

Whilst it is already compulsory for pubs and bars to make 
all drinks available in the smallest measures, the prices of all 
such measures will in future have to be listed in menus and 
price lists alongside all other serving sizes and if a customer 
does not explicitly specify the measure he or she wants. A 
new requirement will be introduced requiring you to make 
them explicitly aware of those measures that are available. 
Additionally, free drinkable tap water will have to be supplied 

Q: I would like to be clear about 
the limitations which apply re-
garding Temporary Event Notices 
(TENs), other than the maximum 
number of people who may attend 
not to exceed 499?
A: The maximum number of TENs 
is 50 times in a calendar year for 
those who hold a personal licence, 
fi ve times in a calendar year for 
those who do not. Currently a 
maximum of 12 TENs may be given 
in respect of particular premises in 
one calendar year (but this may 
change soon – see main article). 
The maximum number of days 
a premises can operate under a 
TEN is 15 days per calendar year. 
A TEN must not exceed 96 hours 
in duration.
Q: I run a small country pub and 
would like to be able to deliver al-
cohol occasionally to some of my 
elderly customers. My premises li-
cence allows me to make off sales, 
but do I require any other permis-
sion in order to be able to make 
such sales to customers who order 
by phone or online?
A: A Premises Licence must be held 
for the location at which alcohol is 
“appropriated to the contract”. As 
long as the alcohol you intend to 
sell by way of delivery is stored 
within your pub, you would not 
need any further permission. You 
should ensure that you have poli-
cies and procedures in place (of 
which your staff are fully aware) 
to ensure that alcohol is not sold 
or delivered to anyone under 18.
Q: I want to hold a garden fete 
with all proceeds going to charity. 
I’m not going to sell alcohol but do 
want to provide entertainment. 
Will I need a licence?
A: No (and you won’t need a Tem-
porary Event Notice either). 
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to a customer on request. This will all apparently help to ensure 
that customers drink more responsibly.

In future, the responsibility for implementing and applying 
improved age verifi cation measures will lie with the DPS rather 
than with the premises licence holder.

What has not been included within the government’s 
proposals are worthy of note, given that it had previously 
been proposed, amongst other things, that health should 
be introduced as a licensing objective for cumulative impact 
policies; prohibitions should be imposed on happy hours and the 
serving of shots and pitchers; operators should all be required to 
maintain incident logs; regular glass collections should occur; and 
it should be compulsory to stock low alcohol drinks.

In terms of rather better news, the government is now 
proposing to remove the requirement to renew personal licences 
every 10 years and is in fact going to consult on whether to get 
rid of personal licences altogether. They’re proposing to increase 
the annual number of Temporary Event Notices that can apply 
to a particular premises from 10 to 15 each year, although the 
maximum annual limit of 21 days will remain.

However, it is no longer proposed that the requirement to 
advertise licensing applications in local newspapers will be 
abolished and there should be just one fi xed annual licence fee 
payment date. In terms of competition from the off-trade, multi-
buy promotions will not be prohibited, but sales of alcohol below 
the level of alcohol duty plus VAT (i.e. what it costs a retailer 
to purchase it in the fi rst place) will be banned with effect 
from Spring 2014. What does this mean in practice? Not a lot, 
you may think, as it will still be legal for supermarkets and off 
licences to sell a can of ordinary strength beer or lager for as little 
as about 40p, according to Jeremy Browne MP, the minister of 
state for crime prevention, who gave a statement to the House 
of Commons on 17 July.
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