
	  
 

The House of Commons Library has published a briefing paper on Fixed Odds 
Betting Terminals. It summarises the present position under the following headings: 
 
Government policy  

• In December 2014, the then Government said that it wanted to consider the 
findings of the RGT research before deciding on its next steps on B2 
machines. In June 2015, in response to parliamentary questions, the 
Government said that it was working with the Gambling Commission and 
industry to ensure that the player protection measures introduced from April 
2015 were “effectively evaluated”. While there were no current plans to alter 
the restrictions on the premises which can be licensed to have B2s, or to alter 
the number of machines allowed in each betting shop, the Government would 
take action if existing controls were found to be “insufficient”.  

 
Scotland  

• Clause 45 of the Scotland Bill 2015-16 would devolve legislative competence 
in relation to gaming machines authorised by a betting premises licence 
where the maximum charge for a single play is more than £10. Given the 
current stake limits on gaming machines, this would only apply to category B2 
machines. The Gambling Act 2005 would be amended so that Scottish 
Ministers would be able to make an Order, subject to the affirmative 
procedure, to vary the number of these machines allowed on betting 
premises. The power would only apply to applications for new premises 
licences.  

 
Lords Private Members’ Bill  

• On 3 June 2015 Lord Clement-Jones (Liberal Democrat) introduced the 
Gambling (Categorisation and Use of B2 Gaming Machines) Bill, a Private 
Members’ Bill. The Bill would reduce the maximum individual charge for a 
single play on a B2 machine from £100 to £2. The Bill would allow for the 
maximum charge to be reviewed every three years and, if required, to be 
amended in line with inflation.  

 
Newham Council action  

• In November 2014, Newham Council lodged a proposal with the Department 
for Communities and Local Government (DCLG), demanding that the 
Government reduces the maximum stake on B2 machines to £2.143 The 
proposal is supported by 93 councils - 31 from London and 62 others from 
around the country. According to the DCLG’s Barrier Busting site, the 
proposal is still under consideration by the Government.  
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