
	
 

 
The Gambling Commission has published a new consultation document. 
Entitled “Controlling where gaming machines may be played”, it invites the 
views of stakeholders and members of the public about where gaming 
machines can be played. It runs until 22 February 2016. 
 
The Commission considers that the current licence conditions and codes of 
practice (“LCCP”) and the accompanying guidance to licensing authorities 
need to be revised in order to ensure that its underlying policy objectives that 
seek to minimise gambling related harm are achieved. It has accordingly 
developed the following proposals for a revised regulatory framework with the 
aim of achieving those objectives:  

• with very few low-risk exceptions, gambling should be confined to 
dedicated gambling premises ie casino, betting or bingo premises 

• distinctions between different types of licensed gambling premises are 
maintained 

• gambling activities are supervised appropriately 
• within bingo, betting and casino premises, gaming machines must only 

be made available in combination with the non-remote gambling 
facilities named on the operating licence.  
 

At the core of the consultation is the Commission’s view that “primary 
gambling activity” as a concept is open to misunderstanding and is 
insufficiently robust to enable effective enforcement both legally and 
operationally. In suggesting its removal from the LCCP, it recognizes that this 
has been “a contentious area of policy in the past”, as illustrated for example 
by the attempts by Greene King to offer commercial bingo in its pubs and the 
Commission’s lack of success in the Luxury Leisure case. In its place, it 
proposes new more specifically worded social responsibility code provisions. 
   
The consultation document explains why this area remains a policy priority for 
the Commission and, according to the Commission’s website, also proposes 
how it feels it can “embed the above policy objectives consistently across the 
industry whilst ensuring that regulation remains proportionate to the risks to 
the licensing objectives”. 
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