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Questions & Answers

Business rates update

David Clifton, director of Clifton Davies Consultancy
Limited, reports on recent develoy
4 to, the business rates system

yments in, and

Q: I've been told by the police I can’t allow
customers to drink in our pub’s beer garden
y Stated intention o end the na value propei after 11pm when we stay open until lam for
f { the Queen's %0th birthday celebration. Is
that right?

ith of which were a unced the chancellors \: The extended hours on the mghts of 10 and 11

June do not apply to alcohol sales for consumption
e first is an increass the sma USiness offl the premises, which is why off-beences will not
benefit from these extended hours. If your prem-
ses licence permits alcohol sales for consumption
on and off vour premises, it will only be the sales
of alcohol for consumption on your premises that
benelit from the extension. You therefore need w

check your icence and the approved licensing plan

10 see whether the licensed area includes your beer
garden as well as the pub building, If it doesn't, I'm

el ed e seconc 1 government discu n paper alrud the police are correct

poeal t¢ n the merits and challenges of de ne Q: When is the sugar levy on the soft drinks
temn, pointing to the 900,000 ¢ o busine < more fraquent revaluations of busin ODOT industry going to be introduced and will it
e cinex ties. The ALMR has lona called for this to be on : apply throughout the UK?
) A: The government intends to ntroduce the new
soft drinks industry levy in next vear's Finance Ball.
Intended to tackle childhood obesity, it will be tar-
;I"l‘ll at Il'l“"lll ™ I'l" i”‘l”'l'l"' of = "' 'I'i'|-‘.'
that contain added sugar from Apnil 20018 and will
apply throughout the whole of the UK, It remains
to be seen whether this wall result in addstional cost

being passed onto pubs and bars,

(J: \1y ')Illl 'lll'l\]i\l"- licence knll'l) covers
the sale of alcohol. Can I serve my custom-
ers tea and coffee after 11pm?

A: If you want to charge your customers lor tea
and coffee after 11pm, you will need to vary your
premises licence 1o include the provision of late
night refreshment as an authonsed hcensable ac-
tvity. However, the supply of hot drinks (and hot
food lor that matter) that are genuinely free ol
charge i not hicensable, so you can lawfully serve
tea and coffee on this basis after | |5-H| as long as

no other provision of your licence prevents it
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