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The Policing and Crime Bill has been 
winding its way through the parlia-
mentary process since February last 
year. Further consideration of the Bill 

is scheduled for 26 October, including amend-
ments that will have direct bearing on town and 
city centre pubs and bars.

They include proposals to amend the Late Night 
Levy (LNL) and to place cumulative impact policies 
(CIPs) on a statutory footing. 

In relation to LNLs, the Home Off ice has identi-
fied alcohol-related harm as the problem that has 
given rise to the need for further government inter-
vention, citing inflexibility of the LNL as the reason 
why fewer licensing authorities have implemented 
it than originally anticipated. The policy objective 
is to enable more revenue to be raised to help po-
lice the night time economy and tackle alcohol-
related harm.

The thinking is that greater flexibility will result 
from allowing a licensing authority to target specific 
geographical locations within its area, rather than 
applying the LNL to its whole area. In addition, it is 
proposed that (a) police and crime commissioners 
should be given the right to formally request that a 
licensing authority consults on introducing the LNL, 
(b) the LNL should be extended to include late night 
refreshment outlets that sell food, and (c) in the in-
terests of transparency, licensing authorities should 
be required to publish information about how the 
money raised by the LNL is spent.

The policy objectives behind putting CIPs on a 
statutory footing are (a) adding legal certainty and 
transparency for all interested parties on how 
such policies should be developed and oper-
ate, and (b) aiming to ensure that licensing 
authorities use robust and up to date evi-
dence to support the implementation and 
retention of CIPs in their area and as the ba-
sis for making decisions. 

To ensure that the retention of a CIP is propor-
tionate and appropriate, it is proposed that licens-
ing authorities should be required to review the 
evidence supporting a CIP and carry out a public 
consultation at least every three years. 

Subject to parliamentary approval, the earliest 
the above proposals are likely to come into eff ect 
would be at some stage next year.

At the same time that these licensing changes 
are being debated at national government level, 
Gloucester Council is consulting until 7 December 
on the possible introduction of a LNL. 

By way of contrast, Cheltenham Council is con-
sulting until 7 November on the recommendation 
that its LNL should cease with eff ect from 31 March 
2017 on the basis that its need will be superseded 
by the new Business Improvement District (BID) that 
was established in Cheltenham in August. 

The Cheltenham BID will cover the main 
town centre and is expected to generate about 
£440,000 a year, which is considerably more than 
the income previously raised by the LNL. The BID 
funding will be raised by a levy of 1.25% of rate-
able value. It is intended that the LNL policing ac-
tivities will be incorporated in the BID activities 
and the council’s recommendation is designed to 
ensure that businesses are not unduly burdened 
by two separate levies. 

For those of you who consider this a more appro-
priate way forward than the LNL, more information 
about BIDs generally can be found in House of Com-
mons Briefing Paper number 04591 published on 12 
August this year.    
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Questions & AnswersYet more licensing law changes on the way?


