
	
 

 
The Fixed Odds Betting Terminal All Party Parliamentary Group has published its 
“Fixed Odds Betting Assessing the Impact” report after receiving in-depth evidence 
into the impact of FOBT machines in communities across the UK, although 
bookmakers refused to take part in the Inquiry, prompting the APPG to say: “We 
were disappointed that the bookmakers declined to participate and fear this is a 
reflection of their denial of the problems associated with FOBTs and a reluctance on 
their part to speak to policy makers about appropriate regulation” 

The key findings of the report include: 

• There is now a ‘prima facie’ case for significantly reducing the maximum 
stake that can be wagered on a FOBT 

• At the very least, the stake should be reduced on a precautionary basis, in 
line with the principles which govern the work of the Gambling Commission, 
until sufficient evidence is presented to the Government that the high stakes 
on these machines do not cause harm 

• The Gambling Commission “have failed” to adequately advise the 
Government in recent years, despite the principles for regulation and 
licensing under which the Gambling Commission operates 

• There is a case for the maximum stake to be reduced to £2 
• Government should also consider reducing the speed of spin on an FOBT in 

order to reduce the potential for harm to be caused and also review the 
number of FOBTs permitted in individual bookmaker premises 

• Government should address localism concerns and calls for greater controls 
over FOBTs at the local level. Powers should be given to local authorities to 
prevent the clustering of betting shops. 

Publication of the Inquiry report comes at a critical time, as the Government 
considers the responses to its Call for Evidence on Gaming Machines and Social 
Responsibility and as the industry awaits publication of the Review of Stakes and 
Prizes. 

Commenting on the launch of the report, Carolyn Harris MP said: “There is now a 
clear case for the Government to substantially reduce the maximum stake which can 
be played on FOBTs. The time for prevaricating is over. These machines are easily 
accessed in the most deprived areas, sucking money out of the pockets of families. I 
support a responsible gambling industry, but there is nothing responsible about how 
FOBTs are currently being operated. I urge the Government to take action now.” 
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