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No Deal Brexit: UKHospitality-Tourism Alliance briefing note 

Introduction 

As it stands, without a change in legislation, the legal default is that the United Kingdom will be leaving 

the European Union at 11:00pm on Thursday the 31st of October. However, changes to legislation prior 

to the prorogation of Parliament in September have made the prospect of leaving without a deal on 

this date significantly less likely. 

Before Parliament was prorogued in September, MPs passed a law introduced by Labour MP Hilary 

Benn, designed to bind the Prime Minister to ask for a 3-month extension to the Article 50 negotiation 

period if a deal had not been passed by Parliament. This act was introduced with the intention of 

preventing a no-deal Brexit on 31st October. The Benn Act gives the Government until Sunday 19th of 

October to either secure MPs approval on the terms of the UK’s withdrawal from the EU, or approval 

to leave the European Union without the agreement (and without a deal). If by the end of the 19th of 

October, the House of Commons has done neither of these things, the Prime Minster must have 

sought an extension of a further 3 months from the European Council, until the 31st of January. The 

Act that was passed also includes the exact wording of the letter that the Prime Minster would have 

to send to Brussels. 

The Benn Act gives Parliament more scrutiny of the Government’s process and should enable 

Parliament to force an extension to avoid a no-deal Brexit on October 31st. Johnson could of course 

refuse to ask for an extension from the EU, however this approach would likely lead to more legal 

action. It has been suggested that the Prime Minister could send a separate letter outlining his desire 

to leave without a deal on the 31st of October, in an effort to have the EU Government’s decline an 

extension. The EU member states will have the final say on whether to grant an extension. Were the 

EU to look to change the extension timeframe, moving it either forwards or backward from the 31st of 

January, this would once again have to be subject to UK Parliamentary scrutiny.  

Even if an extension is granted, it does not rule out the possibility of no deal in the future i.e. 31 Jan 

2020. The only ways to rule out no deal would be to pass and implement the Withdrawal Agreement, 

for the EU to approve the Governments proposed new deal or to revoke Article 50 and cancel Brexit 

altogether. 

Johnson has repeatedly stated that while he would prefer a deal with the EU, the UK will leave without 

one. On October 3rd, Johnson sent a letter to the European Commission outlining his proposals for a 

deal. His aim in doing so was to finalise a new deal at the EU Council meeting on 17-18 October. 

Johnson’s proposals removed the Irish backstop, committing the whole of the UK to leaving the single 

market. This would mean that Northern Ireland would leave the EU's customs union alongside the rest 

of the UK, at the start of 2021. Border checks on goods passing to or from Northern Ireland to the 

mainland would take place, although not on the border itself. It is considered unlikely that EU member 

states will accept the proposals that the Prime Ministers letter outlined.  

Planning across Government departments has been stepped up in order to prepare for no deal, in 

which UKH is involved. In October 2019 the Government has released its most up to date Brexit 

readiness report, outlining the steps that have and are being taken to mitigate the impact of a no deal 

Brexit. Given the current direction of travel, it is still highly possible that the UK leaves the EU without 

a deal, even if this is not on the 31st October. If this is the case, UKH members will may face challenges 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/837632/No_deal_readiness_paper.PDF
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/837632/No_deal_readiness_paper.PDF
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in the short-term, specifically in relation to cross-border movement of people, employees, trade of 

goods in their supply chains and potential currency fluctuations. There could also be other longer-

term impacts from the UK’s exit from the EU. Below is UKH’s short summary on key no deal 

implications and a list of suggested mitigating actions. 

Economic impact 

The Office for Budget Responsibility (OBR) produced an analysis of the impact of a ‘no-deal’ Brexit on 

the UK economy in July, and that is the central scenario that UKH is working towards in this document. 

Clearly the final terms of a no deal Brexit (assumptions are set out in 10.7 of the document) are to be 

worked out and forecasts are not a guarantee of the future, however, this is presented as an 

independent outlook. 

Below is a summary of the key economic indicators relevant to hospitality and tourism businesses, 

and a longer-term table of economic indicators is included in Annex 1: 

• The UK enters a year-long recession in the fourth quarter of 2019. Real GDP falls by 2.1 per 

cent, around the same as in the early-1990s recession but only about a third of what was seen 

in the financial crisis. By mid-2021, real GDP is 4.0 per cent lower than in our March forecast. 

The economy then picks up and is just 1.6 per cent smaller than the baseline by the first 

quarter of 2024. 

• The weaker path for GDP is mainly driven by lower business investment, thanks to heightened 

uncertainty about the outlook and the increase in trade costs resulting in a prospective loss 

of some export markets. Residential investment and consumer spending also weaken (though 

proportionately less), as slower nominal earnings growth and the depreciation of sterling 

squeeze household real incomes 

• The share of labour income in GDP rises initially before falling back. Wages and salaries are 

2.6 per cent lower at the start of 2024 

• Employment initially falls and unemployment rises, peaking at just over 5 per cent in 2021. 

This is a smaller rise and a lower peak than in either of the past two recessions. Employment 

then recovers and the unemployment rate is only slightly above our March forecast by the 

first quarter of 2024 

• Earnings growth is lower in the first few years, due to weaker productivity growth. Earnings 

growth is similar in the medium term, as a rise in productivity growth is not fully matched by 

an increase in real wages, consistent with the rise in unemployment 

• CPI inflation is initially higher, due to the weaker pound, on top of the increase in tariffs on 

imports from the EU, which raise import prices in two steps – an initial smaller increase as the 

‘no-deal’ tariffs are used, then a second larger rise when MFN rates are imposed. CPI inflation 

then drops below the baseline as the effect of higher import prices fades and spare capacity 

lowers domestically generated inflation 

• Commercial property prices are assumed to fall more steeply than those in the residential 

market – estimated at a 10 per cent decline by 2021 - as was the case in the 2008 recession, 

while commercial property transactions move broadly in line with residential transactions. 

 

 

  

https://obr.uk/docs/dlm_uploads/Fiscalrisksreport2019.pdf
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Workforce 

• Current EU nationals employed 

The Government has confirmed that EU nationals in the UK before 31st of October will be entitled to 

remain in the UK indefinitely & will be able to move backwards & forwards to Europe without border 

checks. It is imperative that this is communicated to staff as clearly as possible as there remains a 

lingering doubt among some EU nationals. 

A full guide on the EU settlement scheme is available here.  

EEA nationals will need to apply for Settled Status by 31st December 2020 (as opposed to 30th June 

2021 under the implementation period). There will be no cost to apply for Settled Status and 

employers can assist with application. Pre-Settled Status is available for those who have not lived in 

the UK for 5 continuous years. To have pre settled status, applicants must have started living in the 

UK before the UK leaves the EU. A new immigration policy is then expected to be put in place from 

the 1st January 2021. It is likely that from this date employers will need to check the right to work of 

all employees. 

• Future recruitment 

If the UK leaves the EU without a deal then from the 31st October a new immigration policy for EU 

nationals will be in place, as Government has committed to the end of freedom of movement. As it 

stands, the 31st October is not an absolute cut off for employing new EU migrant workers. The 

Government has said that there will be no requirement for employers to differentiate between EU 

citizens present in the UK before or after 31st October until the end of December 2020.  

EU nationals will be entitled to enter the UK, almost exactly as now, and remain in the country for 

three months. If they wish to remain in the UK for longer they will need to apply for leave to remain, 

which lasts for 36 months and includes permission to work or study. This is non-renewable and an 

ongoing right to remain will be subject to the immigration policy that will be enacted in the meantime. 

This applies to seasonal workers, too. 

Overall, there is likely to be a contraction in net migration and this could affect some groups more 

than others, and particularly those who have opted to work in the sector.  

Companies, particularly those that employ a large number of EU labour on short term contracts, 

should be aware that there may be issues when it comes to filling job roles. Current UK unemployment 

levels are extremely low, and this will further exacerbate shortages. 

Mitigating actions 

• Make sure that EU staff are fully briefed and aware of how to apply for right to remain and 

other immigration related rights. We have regularly spoken to members who have identified 

this as an issue within their workforce. EU citizens who arrive before and after 31st October in 

the event of no deal still have the right to remain and to apply through the Government 

schemes outlined above but do no need to do so until 31st December 2020.  

• Ensure that HR and recruitment staff are aware that there remains no cut-off at 31st October 

for the right to work for those coming after this date. This means there is no need to ask 

workers for proof of settled status.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/eu-settlement-scheme-employer-toolkit
https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families
https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families/what-settled-and-presettled-status-means
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/eu-immigration-after-free-movement-ends-if-theres-no-deal/immigration-from-30-march-2019-if-there-is-no-deal
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• The domestic workforce will become more important and it is essential that the industry takes 

steps to recognise this and works to portray itself as an attractive place to work. 

• Work with Government to ‘upskill the sector’ promoting it as an exciting place to work that 

offers good progression and a good career for the domestic workforce.  

 

Supply chains 

If no deal is reached, at 31st October the UK’s trading agreement with the EU will cease to exist and 

tariffs and quotas will be reset to those of a third-country with no existing trade deal, as set out in 

World Trade Organisation (WTO) schedules. However, for a large number of countries with critical 

food supply, current agreement with the EU will roll over with no change. The UK has committed to a 

new set of tariffs in the event of no deal and these are discussed further below. Changes to tariff 

regimes will also affect other countries with which the EU has trade deals, though the Government is 

attempting to roll these over (see below).  

Full guidance about getting your business ready for importing and exporting after Brexit is available 

here. 

• Trade Agreement Continuity programme 

The Government is seeking continuity of existing EU trade agreements with countries outside of the 

EU with whom the UK trades with as an EU member. This would involve a transitioning of existing 

trade agreements in the event on no deal. Currently, 13 agreements covering 38 countries have 

already been signed with others still being progressed. A full list of the status of these trade 

agreements is linked here.  

• Tariffs 

On March 13th the Government announced its temporary tariff policy in the event of a no deal Brexit. 

This is intended to be a short-term measure with a consultation to be held on long term tariff policy. 

The policy set out will see no tariffs on approximately 95% of lines to 0% for a temporary period of up 

to 12 months. Based on average 2017 to 2018 trade flows, this amounts to approximately 87% of 

imports by value. This includes the following: 

• 70% of imports (by value) and 57% of tariff lines that currently have a 5% or below EU MFN tariff; 

• of which 42% of imports (approximately £200 billion) and 26% of tariffs lines are currently EU MFN 

tariff free. 

However, the policy would maintain some tariffs to protect selected industries. Beef, lamb, poultry, 

pork products and some cheese would still be subject to small tariffs. For poultry meat, the tariff will 

be 60% of the relevant EU Most Favoured Nation (MFN) tariff, for beef it will be 53% of the relevant 

EU MFN rate, for pig meat it will be 13% of the relevant EU MFN rate and for Cheddar- like cheese it 

will be at 13% of the EU MFN rate. Members must get in touch with suppliers urgently in order to work 

out what their exposure is to EU goods, particularly those that import beef and dairy products. More 

important is quota restrictions which will be first come first served 

In Northern Ireland there will be a slightly different regime with no tariffs on Irish goods entering 

Northern Ireland. The Government has stressed that this would only be temporary and that it would 

engage with the European Commission to find a solution to a hard border in Ireland.  

https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/countries_e/european_communities_e.htm#tariff
https://www.gov.uk/prepare-import-to-uk-after-brexit
https://www.gov.uk/prepare-import-to-uk-after-brexit
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/existing-trade-agreements-if-the-uk-leaves-the-eu-without-a-deal/existing-trade-agreements-if-the-uk-leaves-the-eu-without-a-deal
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/signed-uk-trade-agreements-transitioned-from-the-eu
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tax-information-and-impact-note-for-the-uk-tariff-2019
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/temporary-tariff-regime-for-no-deal-brexit-published
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• Non-tariff barriers 

As well as tariffs there are further checks that will need to be put in place between the UK and the EU. 

This is likely to cause disruption to trade flows. The Port of Dover has estimated that a delay of just 2 

extra minutes to check and process a lorry would cause queues of over 17 miles. According to the 

leaked Government documents outlining Government plans for ‘Operation Yellowhammer’, 

significant disruption will occur at ports and will last three months before the flow of traffic improves 

to 50-70% of the current rate in a worst-case scenario. It should be noted that the ‘Yellowhammer’ 

document outlined the real worst-case scenario.  

 For many firms even with the advice and recent efforts that the Government has made with regards 

to no deal planning, this will be the first time that they are required to make complicated import and 

export decisions. Delays beginning on imported goods from the EU and an increase in the cost of 

supplies from EU sources will likely occur. As with the imposition of tariffs it is imperative that 

members speak with their suppliers to ensure a smooth flow of goods coming from the EU.  

UKH has been meeting with DEFRA and attending emergency Downing Street meetings regarding 

importing and exporting after Brexit. These meetings have outlined the key shortages that are 

expected in the event of no deal. It is likely that in the aftermath of a no deal Brexit members will need 

to consider menu choices based on the availability of food supply and must be prepared to do so.  

• Economic Operator and Registration Identification Numbers 

If there is no deal and your company directly import goods from the EU (or exports to the EU), you 

should now have been automatically registered for an EORI number. This number is required to move 

goods in or out of the EU. If you have not received an EORI number, you should get in touch with 

HMRC. 

Mitigating Actions:  

• Members should speak to their suppliers regarding their current exposure to EU goods  

• Members should be aware of the relevant tariff regime on their core products 

• Members should look to source goods locally where possible. In the event of a no deal Brexit 

prices of UK-produced goods may rise 

• In the event of no deal, members should be prepared to consider product adjustments e.g 
menu changes.  

Food labelling  

EU-based provisions on food labelling will be rolled over as part of the Withdrawal Act and shall be 

fixed where necessary by statutory instrument so the rules apply as before. There will though need to 

be some changes to reflect that the United Kingdom is no longer a member of the EU.  

Where the UK has its own compositional standards that do not stem from the EU, such as specific 

national rules on products containing meat and the composition of bread and flour, these would 

remain unchanged. 

For pre-packed products sold in the UK, the label would need to include the name and a UK address 

of the responsible food business operator. The food business operator is the business under whose 

name the food is marketed in the UK or, if that operator is not established in the UK, the importer of 

the product into the UK. 

A full link to the Government’s advice on food labelling in the event of no deal can be found here.  

https://www.gov.uk/eori
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/food-labelling-changes-after-brexit
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Mitigating actions: 

• Members should speak to their food business operators and ensure reasonable steps are 

being taken to ensure that all labelling will be correct.  

 

Currency in a no deal Brexit scenario 

The volatility of Sterling in the aftermath of the decision to leave the European Union on the 26th June 

2016 makes it difficult to accurately predict currency trends in the event of a no deal Brexit. For the 

past two years Sterling has largely ignored economic data and swung relating to political 

developments or news relating to the negotiations. 

The accepted consensus is that in the short to medium term the value of Sterling will drop in value 

with the likelihood being that it will be a sharp decline. Members should be prepared for a drop-in 

value to be between 5% and 10%, though some of this may already be factored into the current price. 

These figures are based on an OBR report published in July 2019, detailing the potential impact of a 

no deal Brexit. For restaurants and food-based companies this could increase the price of imported 

food and hit domestic footfall in their businesses. The other side to this, as discussed below, is that a 

weaker pound will probably serve to further increase inbound tourism from out of the UK.  

Mitigating actions: 

• Consider a revised FOREX strategy 

• Closely monitor the prices of imported goods 

• Look at the potential impact on various overseas markets of exchange rate movements. 

Data Protection and GDPR  

GDPR is an EU regulation and, in principle, it will no longer apply if we leave the EU with no deal. If the 

UK leaves the EU on the 31st of October many of the rules will remain the same. This is because the 

Government has committed to maintaining the GDPR standards and incorporating them into UK law. 

This means that there will be little change to the core principles of GDPR. Depending on the business, 

there are some steps that you should take in order to prepare. Full guidance on data protection law 

in the event of No Deal can be accessed on the Information Commissioner’s Office website here.  

1. Companies Receiving and Exchanging Data with Europe 

There are steps that companies who receive or send data to or from Europe can take to prepare. The 

best course of preparation is to ensure compliance with GDPR regulations, given the UK Government 

has committed to upholding these standards after Brexit. If you receive data from an organisation in 

the EEA, then you will need to ensure that it complies with EU data protection laws. It is important for 

companies to liaise with EEA partners to ensure this.  

For small and medium sized businesses who need the free flow of information, best practice may be 

to put in place a contract between your company and that in the EU. These are referred to as Standard 

Contractual Clauses (SCCs). If the UK leaves with no deal, these agreements would need to be in place 

before the 31st October. Information of SCCs can be found here. SCCs may be unsuitable for larger 

multinational corporations. More information on larger data transfers and a checklist for companies 

can be found here.  

https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/data-protection-and-brexit/data-protection-and-brexit-for-small-organisations/
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/data-protection-and-brexit/keep-data-flowing-from-the-eea-to-the-uk-interactive-tool/
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-data-protection/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/international-transfers/
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2. UK businesses and organisations with a European presence or European customers. 

If your organisation operates in the EU or has a presence there, you will still need to comply with EU 

regulation as well as UK regulation.  

It is important to be wary of the need to continue to apply with EU regulations. If you have no specific 

offices in Europe but still rely on monitoring or offering goods and services in the EU you will need to 

appoint a representative to ensure compliance. Full guidance on representatives is available here.  

Tourism in the event of no deal 

The Government has confirmed that there is no visa or travel restrictions on EU visitors immediately 

after October 31st. This will hopefully alleviate the concerns of potential inbound tourists to the UK.  

Fear of Travel disruption could play a key role in the immediate health of the tourism sector in the 

event of a no deal. In recently released Brexit preparation documents, The Government has confirmed 

that EU airlines will be able to operate to and from the UK, mirroring EU measures maintaining rights 

for UK airlines. The UK Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) and the Government have provided 

comprehensive guidance to airlines and other companies in the sector to ensure they have all the 

necessary licenses and approvals to operate after Brexit. 

Eight of the top 10 markets for UK inbound tourism are from the EU. The top 10 markets combine 

over 65% of visits to the UK. France sends the most tourists to the UK while Germany, the Republic of 

Ireland, Spain, the Netherlands, Poland, Italy and Belgium make up the other 8 EU markets in the top 

10. Despite this, EU visits in the 12 months to September 2018 are 7% behind the previous 12-month 

period (October 2016 - September 2017). Ensuring that there is clarity for potential inbound tourists 

is essential for the hospitality and tourism sectors.  

Travel and tourism demand growth is usually closely related to the growth of the economy overall. 

Research carried out by Oxford Economics found that in the event of a ‘’no deal scenario’’ the level of 

GDP would be 2.1% lower by the end of 2020. Economic growth was reported in early February to be 

the lowest since 2012. Weaker economic growth is frequently associated with softer trends in 

household income which would lower demand for domestic tourism.  

Mitigating action: 

• Highlight the potential disruption caused by a breakdown in aviation links 

• Prepare contingency measures for failure to agree aviation deals 

• Consult insurance policies and terms and conditions to ensure that measures are in place to 

deal with cancellations or delays etc in the event of customer travel disruption. 

  

https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/data-protection-and-brexit/data-protection-if-theres-no-brexit-deal/the-gdpr/european-representatives/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/837632/No_deal_readiness_paper.PDF
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Annex 1: Economic summary 

 

Other resources that members may find useful: 

If the UK leaves the EU without a deal, the UK will leave the EU Budget, meaning UK organisations 

would no longer receive future funding for projects under EU programmes. For more information on 

Government guarantees for EU funded projects follow this link. 

Further advice for inbound tourists visiting after Brexit is available here. 

Further advice in structuring your business including information about EU citizens currently working 

in the UK the Government is available here. 

Advice about healthcare coverage for EU/EEA citizens is available here. 

Information on booking flights and no deal contingency plans is available here. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-governments-guarantee-for-eu-funded-programmes-if-theres-no-brexit-deal/the-governments-guarantee-for-eu-funded-programmes-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/visiting-the-uk-after-brexit
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/structuring-your-business-if-theres-a-no-deal-brexit
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/healthcare-for-eu-and-efta-citizens-visiting-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/flights-protected-in-no-deal-brexit-scenario
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No Deal Brexit Q&A 
 
This Q&A is designed to provide simple, straight forward understanding of how a “No Deal” Brexit on 
31st October 2019 will impact on visitors to the UK and UK nationals travelling overseas. It is designed 
so that businesses can provide answers to some of the most common questions that their customers 
may ask regarding how a No Deal Brexit will impact on their travel plans. 
 
It should be noted that there are still numerous uncertainties and that the information in this 
document could change so it is important to monitor the Government websites that provide 
information for people travelling between the EU and the UK post Brexit. 
 
For Visitors to the UK from the EU 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/visiting-the-uk-after-brexit 
 
For UK Nationals travelling to the EU 
https://www.gov.uk/visit-europe-brexit 
 
 

1. Transport 
 
“Will my travel between the UK and the EU be disrupted if the UK leaves the EU without a deal on 31st 
October 2019?” 
 
Flights 
 
Myth:  
Some flights between the UK and the EU will be grounded if the UK crashes out of the EU 
 
Reality: 
The UK leaving the EU on the 31st of Oct without a deal will not affect flights to and from the EU. 
 
The UK Government and the European Commission have reached an agreement that ensures that 
flights between the UK and the EU will not be disrupted in the event that the UK leaves the EU without 
a deal. This regulation will apply until the end of March 2020 but may replaced by a long-term 
arrangement before then. 
 
 
Coach and Rail 
It’s expected that Coach and Rail travel between the UK and Europe will also be largely unaffected if 
the UK leaves the EU without a deal. 
 
Eurostar and Eurotunnel Le Shuttle services between the UK and the EU will not be affected by a No 
Deal Brexit. 
 
For Coaches and buses, regular scheduled services to EU countries will continue under the provisions 
of a new EU law which will apply until at least 31st December 2019, while occasional services (i.e. coach 
tours) into EU countries will continue under the Interbus agreement to which the EU, the UK and a 
number of other countries will be signatories to, when the UK leaves the EU.  
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/visiting-the-uk-after-brexit
https://www.gov.uk/visit-europe-brexit


   
 

VERSION 2 – published 10th October 2019 and subject to change | 10 

 

 
However, UK operators will not be able to run scheduled or occasional services through the EU to 
some other non-EU countries such as Switzerland, Monaco and Andorra.  
 
 

2. Visas and Passports 
 
“Will I need a special visa to travel to the UK after Brexit?” 
 
Myth:  
If the UK leaves without a deal, visitors will need visas to travel between the UK and the EU 
 
Reality: 
There will be no requirement to for visas for UK nationals going to Europe or EU nationals coming to 
the UK on holiday provided that their stay is no longer than 90 days within a 180-day period and that 
their passport is valid for at least six months at the time of entry. 
 
EU nationals coming to the UK will still be able to use the e-passport gates to enter the UK rather than 
having to present themselves at an immigration desk and they will still be able to travel to the UK 
using their National Identity Card rather than a full passport until at least 31st December 2020. 
However, it should be noted that the UK Government intends to require all EU nationals to use a 
passport to enter the UK in the longer-term. 
 
UK Visitors to the EU will no longer be able to use the EU channel at ports of entry but some EU 
destinations are making provisions for UK only channels in order to speed-up processing. 
 
Travelling to and from the “Common Travel Area” 
The Common Travel Area (CTA) comprises the UK, Ireland and the Crown Dependencies of Jersey, 
Guernsey, and the Isle of Man. The UK leaving the EU will have no impact on any travel requirements 
within this area by CTA nationals. 
 
 
 

3. Drivers Licenses and Vehicle Insurance 
 
“Can I use my EU driving license to hire a car in the UK?” 
 
If the UK leaves the EU without a deal on 31st October 2019, the mutual recognition of drivers’ licenses 
will end. 
 
While the UK will still recognise EU driving licenses for EU nationals driving or hiring a car in the UK, 
UK nationals travelling to the EU will need to check the individual driving license requirements of each 
country they are visiting in the EU. For most countries, UK nationals will be able to use their UK license 
rather than having to obtain an International Driving Permit (IDP) provided that the length of their 
stay is under 90 days. However, some countries such as France, Italy and the Netherlands will require 
all UK nationals to have an IPD from 1st November 2019 if the UK leaves without a deal. 
 
Therefore, it is recommended that UK nationals travelling to the EU post Brexit drivers have the added 
security of an IDP. 
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Ireland 
Visitors to the UK from Ireland (and UK visitors to Ireland) will not need an IDP under any 
circumstances. 
 
Insurance 
In the event that the UK leaves the EU without a deal, both UK nationals taking a vehicle to Europe 
and EU nationals bringing a vehicle to the UK will need a Green Card as evidence that they are insured. 
 
 

4. Travel Insurance 
 
 
“What sort of Travel Insurance do I need to come to the UK?” 
 
UK and EU nationals are currently entitled to a European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) which entitles 
you to state-provided medical treatment if you fall ill or have an accident while on holiday in any EU 
country. 
 
If the UK leaves the EU without a deal EHIC cards held by UK nationals will no longer be valid in the EU 
countries. The UK government is seeking an agreement with the EU on reciprocal healthcare 
arrangements but this is not yet in place. 
 
The advice therefore is that people travelling between the UK and EU after 31st October 2019 should 
buy travel insurance that includes healthcare in the same way that they would if visiting any other 
country. Proof of healthcare provision may be requested at the point of entry to the EU or when 
seeking medical treatment. 
 
 

5. Roaming Charges 
 
“Will it cost me more to use my mobile phone while I’m in the UK?” 
 
At the moment, mobile phone companies are required to charge EU nationals the same price for calls 
and texts regardless of where they are within the EU. 
 
When the UK leaves the EU, mobile phone companies are no longer bound by this requirement and 
could reintroduce roaming charges. While some companies have stated that they currently have no 
plans to reintroduce roaming charges, there is nothing to prevent these charges reoccurring. 
 
  

6. Duty Free Goods and Customs Charges 
 
“How much British beer or gin can I take back home?” 
 
At the moment there are no duty or customs charges on products purchased by EU visitors to the UK 
or UK visitors to the EU. 
 
If the UK leaves the EU without a deal, then duty-free allowances will be reintroduced for items such 
as alcohol and tobacco while customs charges with be reintroduced for goods purchased that are over 
a certain value.  



   
 

VERSION 2 – published 10th October 2019 and subject to change | 12 

 

 
 
That means that UK residents returning from the EU will be allowed to bring in one litre of spirits or 
two litres of sparkling wine, sherry or port; four litres of still wine; and 16 litres of beer and up to 200 
cigarettes or 250g or tobacco. In addition, UK nationals can bring in other goods worth up to £390 
when they return from the EU. 
 
The alcohol allowances for EU visitors to the UK returning home will be the same, however some EU 
countries allow 200 cigarettes while others only allow 40 cigarettes. The value of goods that EU 
nationals can take back home will be 430 euros. 
 

7. Carrying Banned Goods 
 
“Will I be able to take British produce back to the EU?” 
 
The EU is treated as one large biosecurity area meaning that most animal or vegetable products can 
be freely carried from one country to another. 
 
However, if the UK leaves the EU without a deal the UK and the EU will become separate biosecurity 
areas, meaning that carrying most animal and vegetable products such as ham and cheese across the 
border will be prohibited. While there are certain exemptions for baby food or food that is needed for 
medical reasons. 
  
 

8. Passports for Pets 
 
“Will I be able to bring my dog with me when I come to the UK? 
 
Passports for Pets is a scheme whereby registered dogs, cats and ferrets are able to travel between 
the UK and mainland Europe. If the UK leaves the EU without a deal this scheme will end and the 
process for taking a pet to the EU will depend on how the EU classifies animal coming from the UK. 
There are three options. 
 
Listed - Part 1 
If the EU classifies the UK as a Part 1 listed country, the rules on pet travel will be essentially the same 
as they are today with the existing timescales and health preparations in place being virtually 
unchanged. 
 
Listed - Part 2 
If the EU classifies the UK as a Part 2 listed country, pet owners will have to fulfil some extra 
requirements in order to take pets into the EU. 
 
Unlisted 
If the EU classifies the UK as an unlisted country, owners who wish to take their pets to the EU will 
need to discuss what requirements they need to fulfil with an Official Veterinarian at least four months 
prior to their desired travel date. 
 
Given the uncertainty of the UK’s future classification, Government advice at the moment is that there 
could be a four-month delay in being able to take pets to the EU while the UK’s classification is 
determined and owners fulfil the requirements of the new classification. 
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9. Travelling in Kent 

 
Will there be congestion on roads and motorways in Kent as a result of delays to transport crossing 
the channel? 
 
It is difficult to know what delays there will be to traffic crossing the channel at this stage. However, 
Government has developed Operation Brock to ensure that delayed traffic is kept away from local and 
domestic traffic in order to minimise any impact. It is important to note that Operation Brock is not 
the same as Operation Stack which used by Kent Police and the Port of Dover in England to park lorries 
on the M20 motorway in Kent when services across the English Channel were disrupted in 2015 and 
caused severe delays. 
 
Operation Brock has been developed to mitigate the problems associated with Operation Stack and 
so if is expected that any disruption will be considerably less. 
 
 
 

10. Customer Protection and Compensation 
 
Do I have the same protection if my travel plans are delayed or cancelled? 
 
Yes – European rules on travel protection and compensation have been translated into UK law. 
Therefore, the protections provided by the Package Travel Regulations for package holidays and linked 
travel arrangements will remain in the UK leaves the EU without a deal on 31st October. 
 
A similar situation applies to compensation associated with delayed flights. Under EU regulation EC 
261, passengers may be entitled to financial compensation of up to €600 per person for any flight 
delay of 3+ hours, a cancelled flight and in instances of denied boarding. 
 
The UK Government has translated this regulation into UK law meaning that even if the UK leaves the 
EU without a deal, UK and EU passengers at UK airports will continue to have the same level of 
compensation if flights are delayed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


