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SIMON BERNHOLT

PARTNER IN WIGGIN’S
BETTING AND GAMING TEAM

“This is the UK’s third general elec-
tion in just four years, and much of
the focus is on Brexit, the health

service, schools and crime. The parties’
approaches to gambling merit just a para-
graph or two in each manifesto, yet that
brevity is not comforting for the gambling
industry as there is substantial unanimity
between politicians who agree on very
little else.

“Both the Conservative and Labour par-
ties have the Gambling Act 2005 in their
sights. “Given how the online world is
moving, the Gambling Act is increasingly
becoming an analogue law in a digital age”
say the Conservatives. Labour wants to
“introduce a new Gambling Act fit for the
digital age”. Neither of Britain’s two main
political parties have explained in any
detail why they believe that the current,
relatively flexible, legislation doesn’t, or
can’t be adapted to, successfully deal with
remote gambling, and their general posi-
tion appears to be that “something must
be done”, and reviewing or replacing the
Gambling Act is certainly “something”.
What is clear from the specific proposals
of all three parties is that this updated or
new legislation would contain more
restrictions.”

DAVID CLIFTON

CO-FOUNDER OF CLIFTON
DAVIES CONSULTANCY

“With both Conservatives and Labour
promising a review of the current
legislation, change is definitely on

the cards. The focus will be on online gam-
bling -  whether to bring loot boxes within
the definition of gambling, ban credit card
payments and harmonise online and
offline limits. Self-regulation of gambling

advertising and voluntary problem gam-
bling RET donations are clearly under
threat. I just hope the industry approaches
this opportunity for change constructively
on the front foot in a united manner rather
than defensively arguing for maintenance
of the status quo - an argument it will not
win in the current political climate.”

WARWICK BARTLETT

CEO OF GLOBAL BETTING
AND GAMING CONSULTANTS 

“Gambling has gone from being a
socially acceptable past time to a
health issue for both political parties.

“Labour intends to curb advertising in
sports and calls for a new Gambling Act fit
for a digital age, a levy for problem gam-
bling funding and mechanisms for con-
sumer compensation.

“Both parties either intend to reform
the 2005 Gambling Act either by review or
a new Act.  Tom Watson from Labour while
deputy leader of the party said he wanted
to regulate limits on stakes and prizes.
Treating all gamblers as equal in terms of
income and wealth is ridiculous and these
measures if introduced would have a dis-
astrous effect on taxes raised.

“So far as gambling is concerned, I think
the Conservative Party is the best house in
the worst street. The Treasury put up a

good show against the DDCMS when a
negotiation took place over FOBT’s maxi-
mum stakes. They lost this time, with their
spending plans announced in the mani-
festo I doubt they will lose the next
encounter.” (Read Bartlett’s analysis in
full on Comment).

TIM WORSTALL

FELLOW AT THE ADAM SMITH
INSTITUTE

“A Conservative win at the next elec-
tion makes online stake change less
likely, although doesn't exclude it

entirely. A Labour win, well, they've already
said they'd like to have such a limitation.

“In terms of who is most likely to be
affected by such a ban, I would say that it's
888 Holdings. The company is, more than
the others, reliant upon casino-style
games, which this ban is aimed at. That
also means it'll gain the most from a rever-
sal or kicking into the long grass.

“As we can see, Flutter is the least
affected as of now. The Paddy Power book-
makers business isn't affected at all, and
the Betfair business is largely sports bet-
ting and peer to peer - not something
affected.

“William Hill stock's reaction already
looks overdone, given the company's sig-
nificant non-casino online businesses."Sec-
toral pollution" we might call it, rather than
a rational rerating.”

Analysts’ view

All election outcomes spell
change for UK gambling 

UK POLITICS

A round-up of opinion from
some of the UK’s top

gambling market analysts
suggests that a

Conservative majority
would be a marginally less
negative outcome for the

industry. But whatever form
the next government

takes, a smaller and more
tightly regulated sector is

almost certainly on the
cards. 
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